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¢What does the Youth of Utilian Think?

By Jimena Castillo & Alejandro Gallo

After the Orienteering Competition the Iguana Station made an ex post evaluation of the
experience, taking a sample of some of the participants. The instrument was built, using a
random experimental design. The particular interest of this systematization is to reach some
of their particular thoughts about their Personal Curiosity, Habits and their Knowledge of
the Geography of the Island.

In addition to this, the Iguana Station interviewed a focal group, just to hear their opinions
about different topics of the island, the environment and the community. The results were
very interesting, paying close attention to them, you will see what some of the young Utilian
think and why is it important to let them express their own thoughts.

Focal Group (A group of youngsters was interviewed at a deeper level to see their attitude
towards the environment)

Do you think that the community should be more interested in the conservation of the
natural resources that the island has?

“Yes, we must protect the corals and the fauna more. The mangrove forest as well. All
Utilians should stick together to protect our island”

“The municipality should patrol more frequently around the island in order to protect the
natural resources”

“Fees should be applied for all the people that throw garbage around the island and the
beaches should be clean up more frequently”

“The restaurants should not buy small lobsters because you are not allowing the young
lobsters to grow and this affects the coral reefs. I rather have a beautiful coral reef than a
dish of lobster”

What suggestions can you give us in order to have a better competition next time?
“At some of the water points there were not enough Hydrating beverages and we were very
thirsty”

“You shouldn’t have established a checkpoint in the dumpster because it was very smelly
and we didn’t enjoy it”

“You should have more water points. The rest of the competition was perfect, you should
have more competitions”

Did you feel disadvantaged when you saw that there were older people than yourselves
as participants in the competition?

“At first I felt disadvantaged, but it was better because it made the challenge of the competi-
tion greater and more interesting”

“We were already mentally prepared to compete”

“It would nice to compete forming family teams”

What other projects can we do to help preserve the natural resources of the island?
“Have talks about conservation, speak directly to the community, plant more trees, make
more eco trails and reform the local laws”

“The Mayor should be stricter about all the problems that trash creates”

“The Mayor should help us in the motivation of the people regarding their political color”
“The municipality should get more involve in these type of activities”

What was your reaction when you visited Camponado and the dumpster?

“In these places there was so much pollution and too much garbage”

“In the dumpster there was a very disgusting smell”

“Is very important that we start recycling in our homes”

“Disastrous, it was very shocking and really affected me. We should act soon. Count me in
for help in any other activity similar to this one that you organise”

Out of all the information about environmental education that you received at the
control points, which one you remember the most?

“Learn about the types of mangrove trees”

“We got to learn about the false vampire that lives in the Bat caves”

“How to recycle”

“We learn that the gray pelican nests in the lagoon”

“That water is important and it should not be wasted”

“That recycling is very important”

What did you like the most from the competition?

“The experience was great”

“We had loads of fun”

“We felt really tired but it was worth it. We like all the effort”

“Knowing more about Utila and its different sites was important”

Después del Concurso Orienteering la Estacion de Iguana hizo una evaluacion sobre la
experiencia, tomando una muestra de algunos participantes. El instrumento fue construido,
usando un disenio experimental arbitrario. El interés particular de esta sistematizacion fue
alcanzar algunos de sus pensamientos particulares sobre su Curiosidad Personal, Hdabitos
y su Conocimiento de la Geografia de la Isla.

Ademas, la Estacion de Iguana entrevisto un grupo focal, para oir sus opiniones sobre te-
mas diferentes de la isla, el ambiente y la comunidad. Los resultados son muy interesantes,
usted verd lo que algunos Utilian jovenes piensan y por qué es importante dejarles expresar
Sus propios pensamientos.

El Grupo Focal (un grupo de jovenes fue entrevistado en un nivel mds profundo para ver
su actitud hacia el ambiente)

¢Piensa que la comunidad deberia estar mds interesada en la conservacion de los recur-
sos naturales qué la isla tiene?

“Si, debemos proteger los corales y la fauna mas. El bosque de mangle también. Todo Util-
ians deberian mantenerse unido para proteger nuestra isla”

“La municipalidad deberia patrullar con mas frecuencia alrededor de la isla a fin de pro-
teger los recursos naturales”

“Honorarios deberian ser aplicados para toda la gente que lanza la basura alrededor de la
isla y las playas deberian ser limpiadas con mas frecuencia”

“Los restaurantes no deberian comprar pequerios bogavantes porque asi no permiten que
los bogavantes jovenes crezcan y esta afecta a los arrecifes de coral. Prefiero tengo un ar-
recife de coral hermoso que un plato de bogavante”

¢ Qué sugerencias nos puede dar a fin de tener un mejor concurso proxima vez?

“En algunos puntos de agua no habian bastantes bebidas y tuvimos mucha sed”

“Usted no deberia haber establecido un punto de control en el vertedero porque era muy
maloliente y no disfrutamos de ello”

“Usted deberia tener mas puntos de agua. El resto del concurso era perfecto, usted deberia
tener mds concursos”

¢ Se sintio perjudicado cudndo vio que habia gente mds mayor que ustedes como partici-
pantes en el concurso?

“Al principio me senti perjudicado, pero era mejor porque hizo el desafio del concurso
mayor y mds interesante”’

“Estuvimos mentalmente listos ya para competir”

“Seria bueno competir con equipos de familia”

Qué otros proyectos podemos hacer para ayudar a conservar los recursos naturales de
la isla?

“Tener conversaciones sobre la conservacion, hablar directamente a la comunidad, plantar
mas arboles, hacer mas rastros de eco y reformar las leyes locales”

“El Alcalde deberia ser mas estricto sobre todos los problemas que la basura crea”

“El Alcalde deberia ayudarnos en la motivacion de la gente en cuanto a su color politico”
“La municipalidad deberia ser mds involuncrade en éstos typos actividades”

¢Cudal era su reaccion cuando usted visito Camponado y el vertedero?

“En estos sitios habia tanta contaminacion y demasiada basura”

“En el vertedero habia un olor muy asqueroso”

“Es muy importante que comencemos a reciclar en nuestras casas”

“Desastroso, era muy espantoso y realmente me afecto. Deberiamos actuar pronto. Ay-
udare con cualquier otra actividad similar a éste que usted organiza”

¢De toda la informacion sobre la educacion ambiental qué recibio en los puntos de con-
trol, qué recuerda el mas?

“Aprende sobre los tipos de arboles de mangle”

“Aprendimos sobre el vampiro falso que vive en las cuevas de Murciélago”

“Como reciclar”

“Aprendemos que el pelicano gris anida en la laguna”

“Que agua es importante y no deberia ser gastado”

“Que reciclaje es muy importante”

. Qué le gusto mas del concurso?

“La experiencia era grande”

“Teniamos un moton de diversion”

“Nos sentiamos realmente cansados pero lo merecio. Nos gusto todo el esfuerzo”

“Saber mas sobre Utila y sus sitios diferentes era importante”
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