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Dear people of Utila, or for those who care to read this. Go Dear people of Utila, or for those who care to read this. Go Dear people of Utila, or for those who care to read this. Go Dear people of Utila, or for those who care to read this. Go 
out and ask any person with a common knowledge what out and ask any person with a common knowledge what out and ask any person with a common knowledge what 
the key success is in building a house. They will surely tell the key success is in building a house. They will surely tell the key success is in building a house. They will surely tell the key success is in building a house. They will surely tell 
you that it is essential to have a good, strong foundation. you that it is essential to have a good, strong foundation. you that it is essential to have a good, strong foundation. you that it is essential to have a good, strong foundation. 
A house without a sturdy foundation can be easily shook A house without a sturdy foundation can be easily shook A house without a sturdy foundation can be easily shook A house without a sturdy foundation can be easily shook 
by the slightest breeze, but how many houses, with sturdy by the slightest breeze, but how many houses, with sturdy by the slightest breeze, but how many houses, with sturdy by the slightest breeze, but how many houses, with sturdy 
foundations, stood still even after the winds of Hurricane foundations, stood still even after the winds of Hurricane foundations, stood still even after the winds of Hurricane 
Mitch shook the whole of the Bay Islands? Mitch shook the whole of the Bay Islands? Mitch shook the whole of the Bay Islands? Mitch shook the whole of the Bay Islands? 
The reason I write this is not to talk about the structure of The reason I write this is not to talk about the structure of The reason I write this is not to talk about the structure of 
our houses, but the structure of Utila. Utila, in a sense, is our houses, but the structure of Utila. Utila, in a sense, is our houses, but the structure of Utila. Utila, in a sense, is 
a house. It is a home, a home to many good, loving peo-a house. It is a home, a home to many good, loving peo-a house. It is a home, a home to many good, loving peo-
ple, and it scares me to say that the structure of Utila might ple, and it scares me to say that the structure of Utila might ple, and it scares me to say that the structure of Utila might ple, and it scares me to say that the structure of Utila might 
be collapsing right before our eyes. In the Bible, there is a be collapsing right before our eyes. In the Bible, there is a be collapsing right before our eyes. In the Bible, there is a be collapsing right before our eyes. In the Bible, there is a 
story, where there are two houses. One is built on rocks, story, where there are two houses. One is built on rocks, 
and the other is built on sand. Sand washes away easily, but and the other is built on sand. Sand washes away easily, but and the other is built on sand. Sand washes away easily, but 
rocks are sturdy and long-lasting. This story can be found rocks are sturdy and long-lasting. This story can be found rocks are sturdy and long-lasting. This story can be found rocks are sturdy and long-lasting. This story can be found 
in children’s literature also “The Three Little Pigs”. The pig in children’s literature also “The Three Little Pigs”. The pig in children’s literature also “The Three Little Pigs”. The pig 
that built his house with brick was able to stand inside his that built his house with brick was able to stand inside his that built his house with brick was able to stand inside his that built his house with brick was able to stand inside his 
house, without fearing the wolf. His brothers took refuge house, without fearing the wolf. His brothers took refuge house, without fearing the wolf. His brothers took refuge house, without fearing the wolf. His brothers took refuge 
with him.  with him.  with him.  with him.  
I consider this Island of Utila my home, even now, as I write I consider this Island of Utila my home, even now, as I write I consider this Island of Utila my home, even now, as I write I consider this Island of Utila my home, even now, as I write 
this from the States. People will ask me, “Where are you this from the States. People will ask me, “Where are you this from the States. People will ask me, “Where are you this from the States. People will ask me, “Where are you 
from?” I will proudly declare, “I am from Utila.” A look from?” I will proudly declare, “I am from Utila.” A look from?” I will proudly declare, “I am from Utila.” A look 
of bewilderment will pass over their face and I will have of bewilderment will pass over their face and I will have of bewilderment will pass over their face and I will have 
to explain its location. After I tell them all the wonderful to explain its location. After I tell them all the wonderful to explain its location. After I tell them all the wonderful to explain its location. After I tell them all the wonderful 
things about my home they always say they would love to things about my home they always say they would love to things about my home they always say they would love to things about my home they always say they would love to 
come here.come here.come here.
I am concerned, and this is why I write. I am concerned that I am concerned, and this is why I write. I am concerned that I am concerned, and this is why I write. I am concerned that I am concerned, and this is why I write. I am concerned that 
one day when these people come here, they will not see the one day when these people come here, they will not see the one day when these people come here, they will not see the 
true majesty of the island. Not only them, but even worse, the true majesty of the island. Not only them, but even worse, the true majesty of the island. Not only them, but even worse, the true majesty of the island. Not only them, but even worse, the 
small children of the island today, and their children tomor-small children of the island today, and their children tomor-
row will not know the absolute beauty of the island. Utila row will not know the absolute beauty of the island. Utila row will not know the absolute beauty of the island. Utila row will not know the absolute beauty of the island. Utila 
has changed so much from when my father was a child, and has changed so much from when my father was a child, and has changed so much from when my father was a child, and has changed so much from when my father was a child, and 
it has changed even more since I lived here as a child. Every it has changed even more since I lived here as a child. Every it has changed even more since I lived here as a child. Every 
year, every month, every week, day, hour, and minute… this year, every month, every week, day, hour, and minute… this year, every month, every week, day, hour, and minute… this year, every month, every week, day, hour, and minute… this 
island continues to change. It is evolution, it is progression. island continues to change. It is evolution, it is progression. island continues to change. It is evolution, it is progression. 
I fully support evolution and progression. As long as it is I fully support evolution and progression. As long as it is I fully support evolution and progression. As long as it is I fully support evolution and progression. As long as it is 
controlled properly and it conforms to the environment that controlled properly and it conforms to the environment that controlled properly and it conforms to the environment that 
it is in. I am worried that if the progression we all search for it is in. I am worried that if the progression we all search for it is in. I am worried that if the progression we all search for 
is not kept in balance with the environment the foundation is not kept in balance with the environment the foundation is not kept in balance with the environment the foundation 
that supports the progress might collapse. The more you add that supports the progress might collapse. The more you add that supports the progress might collapse. The more you add that supports the progress might collapse. The more you add 
onto a house, the higher you build, the stronger the founda-onto a house, the higher you build, the stronger the founda-
tion needs to be. Utila’s foundation is its reef.tion needs to be. Utila’s foundation is its reef.
I went and spoke with some people at the “Utila Center for I went and spoke with some people at the “Utila Center for 
Marine Ecology,” or “U.C.M.E.”. This group, among many Marine Ecology,” or “U.C.M.E.”. This group, among many 
other preservation and conservational groups, are the engi-other preservation and conservational groups, are the engi-
neers that are trying to make the foundation of this island neers that are trying to make the foundation of this island 
strong and sturdy so that it doesn’t collapse on itself. Their strong and sturdy so that it doesn’t collapse on itself. Their 
main objective is to do research on the environment, and main objective is to do research on the environment, and 
then educate the people of Utila about their fi ndings. Once then educate the people of Utila about their fi ndings. Once 
this is done, granted people listen and act accordingly. Utila this is done, granted people listen and act accordingly. Utila 
will be able to properly sustain itself and will be able to will be able to properly sustain itself and will be able to 
prosper for years to come. If this effort is not successful, prosper for years to come. If this effort is not successful, 
if no one listens, most of the coral surrounding and sup-if no one listens, most of the coral surrounding and sup-
porting Utila will be gone in as little as fi ve years. This is porting Utila will be gone in as little as fi ve years. This is 
essential information for people to know. Why, because an essential information for people to know. Why, because an 
estimated 85% of the Utilian economy is fueled by the reef. estimated 85% of the Utilian economy is fueled by the reef. 
What would happen if we had no reef? What would happen if we had no reef? 
The reef is befallen by many problems, one of which they The reef is befallen by many problems, one of which they 
highlighted for me was over-fi shing. They told me that the highlighted for me was over-fi shing. They told me that the 
reef is dependent upon the fi sh, and the fi sh dependent upon reef is dependent upon the fi sh, and the fi sh dependent upon 
the reef, and that if all the fi sh are gone, it will be hard for the reef, and that if all the fi sh are gone, it will be hard for 
the reef to fl ourish with the beauty its had in years long since the reef to fl ourish with the beauty its had in years long since 
past. Now, another question, what tourist will want to come past. Now, another question, what tourist will want to come 

and see a dead reef completely void of colorful life?
I have a scenario that has been running through my head 
of what might happen if and when (hopefully not) the reef 
is gone. The life above the sea will shortly after grow and 
become more like reef itself, dull and listless, with such a 
lack of vibrant life that no one will want to visit. Hotels 
will be empty, the restaurants will serve only themselves, 
and bars will turn from happy places full of joy and ecstasy, 
to places where only few will sit and ponder the tragedies 
that have happened. They will try to fi nd the answers at the 
bottom of the bottle, but they will only be drowning their 
sorrows, because the answers they seek are here and now. 
All you need to do to fi nd the answer is ask. This is the talent 
that God gave to all of us. The talent of curiosity, I ask, and 
I ask you reader to do the same and to be curious. Ask these 
people trying to help the island. Say, “What is your purpose 
here? What should I do?  Is there any way I can help?” It 
is human nature to be inquisitive, so don’t be ashamed to 
ask others questions, especially if it concerns your potential 
well-being.
So, all I say is this, that I love this Island of Utila, I call it 
my home. I would hate to see it fall into despair and tragedy. 
I say, let us be strong pillars for our home, so that we can 
protect the foundation that supports us. If we do this, we 
will continue to live in happiness.

Hola a mi gente de Utila, para todos aquellos que leen 
este periódico. Me gustaría que le preguntaran a cualquier 
persona común con conocimientos cual es la llave para 
construir una casa te dirán que lo esencial es una buena 
y fuerte fundición. Una casa sin una fi rme fundición puede 
fácilmente sacudirse con un fuerte viento, pero cuantas 
casas fi rmes y fuertes, quedaron paradas aun después de 
los fuertes vientos del huracán mitch que azotarán a las Is-
las de la Bahías. La razón por lo que escribo esto no es 
para hablarles de la estructura de una casa, pero si para 
hablarles de la estructura de UTILA. Utila, es un sentido, 
es una casa. Es un hogar, un hogar de muchas personas 
buenas y amorosas y me aterroriza el pensar que tal vez la 
estructura de Utila se derrumbe frente a nuestros propios 
ojos. En la Biblia, hay una historia en la cual se habla de 
dos casas, una esta construida en piedras y la otra en arena. 
La arena se lava fácilmente, pero las piedras quedan en un 
mismo puesto fi rmes, y son más duraderas. Esta historia se 

encuentra también en la literatura de los niños; “Los tres 
cerditos.” El cerdito que construyó su casa con ladrillos 
estaba seguro en ella sin tener que temerle al Lobo.Y sus 
hermanos se refugiaron con el. 
Yo considero a esta isla de Utila mi casa, aun ahora, cuando 
estoy escribiendo este artículo desde los Estados Unidos. 
Muchas veces  a gente me pregunta, de donde eres, y yo 
orgulloso les contesto, soy de Utila. Ponen una cara de 
aturdimiento entonces tengo que explicarles su locación. 
Y después de contarles todas las cosas maravillosas de mi 
Isla ellos me dicen que les gustaría venir y conocer. Y o 
estoy muy consternado y es por eso que me atrevo a es-
cribir. Estoy preocupado que algún día cuando esta misma 
gente venga aquí, no puedan ver la majestad de la Isla. No 
solamente ellos si no aun peor nuestros pequeños niños que 
viven en la Isla hoy, y sus hijos del mañana no sabrán abso-
lutamente nada de la belleza de su Isla. Utila ha cambiado 
tanto desde que mi padre era un niño, y ha cambiado aun 
más desde aquel tiempo cuando yo era un niño y vivía ahí. 
Cada ano, cada mes, cada hora, cada minuto y segundo… 
Esta Isla continúa cambiando. Es evolución, es progresión. 
Yo estoy de acuerdo y apoyo la evolución y la progresión. 
Siempre y cuando sea controlada apropiadamente y en con-
formidad  para el desarrollo. Me preocupa que el progreso 
que todos buscábamos no este en balance con el desarrollo 
y que la fundación que lo sostiene se derrumbe. Lo mas que 
uno pone en una casa, lo mas alto uno construya, lo mas 
fuerte y fi rme tiene que ser la fundación. La fundación de 
Utila son sus arrecifes. 
Yo me tome mi tiempo y fui a tener un charla con los del 
Utila Center para la ecología marina, nuestro U.C.M.E. 
este grupo, con otros grupos mas de la preservación y con-
servación, son los ingenieros que están trabajando en la 
fundación de esta Isla para hacerla mas fuerte y fi rme así 
mismo para que esta no se derrumbe. Su mayor objetivo 
es investigar en el desarrollo, y después educar a la gente 
de utila acerca de sus resultados. Una vez esto este termi-
nado, admitir personas escuchar y actuar en conformidad, 
Utila será capaz propiamente de sostenerse por si sola y 
ser capaz de prosperar por muchos anos en venir. Si este 
esfuerzo no tiene un  exitoso, si nadie escucha, casi todo el 
coral que rodea y sostiene a Utila se perderá en menos de 
cinco anos. Esta es información esencial que las personas 
tienen que saber. Porque, porque calculadamente el 85% de 
la economía de los utilenos son por los arrecifes. 
Que pasaría si no tuviéramos arrecifes, los arrecifes acon-
tecen una serie de problemas, uno de los tantos para mi 
fue la caza exagerada de peces. Tengo entendido que los 
arrecifes depende de los peces y los peces dependen de los 
arrecifes, y si todos los peces desaparecen será muy  difícil 
para los arrecifes que fl orezcan con la belleza y el colorido 
que en anos anteriores ha tenido. Ahora la otra pregunta 
es, creen que los turistas querrán venir a ver unos arrecifes 
vacíos de color y vida. 
Yo tengo un guión que ha estado corriendo por mi cabeza de 
lo que podría pasar si los arrecifes se perdieran, espero que 
no sea así. Pero en un caso así  la vida del mar seria corta 
y se convertiría mas como un arrecife así misma, Tonto y 
apático, con tanta escasez de vibrante vida que nadie quer-
rá visitar. Los hoteles estarán vacíos, los restaurantes solo 
se servirán a ellos mismos, y los bares pasaran de ser unos 
lugares llenos de alegría y felicidad, a lugares en donde 
solo unos pocos se sentaran a ver la gran tragedia que ha 
pasado. Trataran de buscar  respuestas, pero solamente po-
drán ahogarse en su pena, porque las respuestas que buscan 
están aquí y ahora. Todo lo que usted necesita hacer para 
encontrar la respuesta es preguntar. Este es un talento que 
DIOS nos dio a todos nosotros el talento de la curiosidad, 
yo pregunto y les pregunto a ustedes que hagan lo mismo 
y sea curiosos. Pregunte estas personas  están tratando de 
ayudar las Islas. Y diga cual es tu propósito aquí, que debo 
hacer yo. Hay alguna manera en la cual puedo ayudar. Es 
naturaleza humana ser inquisitivo, así que no tenga pena 
en hacer otras preguntas, especialmente si concierne a su 
bienestar potencial. 
Entonces todo lo que yo digo es que yo amo esta Isla de 
Utila, yo la llamo mi casa. Yo odiaría verla caer en una 
desesperada tragedia. Yo digo vamos todos a ser un pilar 
fuerte para nuestra casa, para que podamos proteger la 
fundación que nos apoya. Si todos nosotros hacemos esto, 
continuaremos viviendo en alegría.
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