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Flourishing mangrove
Approximately 80% of the total area of Utila, the smallest of
the Bay Islands, is mangroves, wetlands and associated veg-
etation. Both the red mangrove (Rhizophora mangle) and
black mangrove (Avicennia germinans) are abundant on the
island yet Utila has all of the four mangrove species that are
found in the Caribbean.

The mangroves of Utila are an integral part of the islands
economic and structural security. They protect the unstable
sands and rubble, which make up most of the islands land,
from storms and erosion by wave action. They are also es-
sential to the future prosperity of the community because
they maintain the health of coral reefs that supports fisheries
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and tourism, which both underpin the islands economy.

Recent research has shown that areas of reefs associated
with mangroves have up to 60% more fish present than sim-
ilar areas that have no mangroves . These increases include
important commercial fish such as the snappers as well as
fish that are essential to the health of reefs such as parrotfish.
In addition the mangroves of Utila support a wealth of bio-
diversity both above and below the waterline, are a signifi-

cant bio-filter improving lagoon water quality, and remove
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and in so doing form
the base of multiple food webs.

So in short the mangroves of Utila are of huge biological and
commercial value that is critical to the future prosperity of
the island. However, whilst protected by local and national
law (which prohibits their clearance) these essential habitats
are increasingly being felled and filled in. Whilst the short
term benefit of this may be increased land or access for the
individual doing the felling, the long term repercussions of
mangrove loss which will affect the entire community are
being ignored.

Whilst new marinas, canals and access ways may seem “‘es-
sential” to the islands prosperity, and filled in areas useful
for business expansion, the real price of mangrove loss will
be high. Think of a Utila that no longer has the protection
which the mangroves give this low lying island, and what
will support the economy if there are few fish left on the
reefs either to catch or to entice tourists who spend their
money on the island whilst diving.

Development and mangrove conservation do not have to be
incompatible and in fact preserving mangroves during de-
velopments makes business sense, protecting your property
and land from future erosion. The laws protecting mangroves
were developed for good reason; to safe guard the prosper-
ity of coastal communities who knowingly or unknowingly
are reliant on these mangrove areas. Surely the community
of Utila should start respecting and protecting these impor-
tant resources rather than letting them go to waste.

Aproximadamente 80% de la area total de Utila, el mds
pequerio de las Islas de la Bahia, son mangles, pantanos
y vegetacion asociada. El mangle rojo (Rhizophora) y el
mangle negro (Avicennia germinans) son abundante en la
isla pero Utila tiene todas las cuatro especies del mangle
encontrados en el Caribe.

Los mangles de Utila son una parte esencial de la seguridad
economica y structural de las islas. Protegen las arenas y
el escombro inestables de tempestades y erosion por la ac-
cion de onda. También son esenciales para la prosperidad
futura de la comunidad porque ellos mantienen la salud de
los arrecifes que sostienen pesquerias y turismo, que ambos
apuntalamiento la economia de islas.

Investigacion reciente ha mostrado que dreas de arreciefes
asociados con mangles tienen hasta 60% mas pez que dreas
que no tienen los mangles. Estos aumentos incluyen pez
comercial importante tal como los pargos asi como pesca
que son esencial para la salud de escollos y parrotfish.
Ademas los mangles apoyan la abundancia de biodiversi-
dad en Utila encima y debajo del nivel del agua, son un bio-
filtro significativo que mejora la calidad de agua de laguna,
v quita bioxido de carbono de la atmosfera y por eso forman
la base de multiples telaranas de alimento.

Asi que en resumen los mangles de Utila son de inmenso
valor biologico y comercial que es critico para la prosperi-
dad futura de la isla. Sin embargo, mientras protegido por
la ley local y nacional (que prohiba quitar mangles) estos
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habitates esenciales estan cada vez mas derribados y llena-
dos. Mientras el beneficio corto del término de esto pueda
ser el aumento de la tierra o el acceso para el individuo
que hace los llena , las repercusiones a largo plazo de la
pérdida del mangle que afectard la comunidad entera son
ignoradas.

Mientras nuevos puertos deportivo, canales y acceso
puedan parecer “esenciales” a la prosperidad de islas, y
llenar areas parace util para la expansion del negocio, el
precio verdadero de la pérdida del mangle serad alto. Piense
en un Utila que ya no tiene la proteccion que los mangles
que dan ala isla, y lo que sostendrda la economia si hay poco
pez en los arrecifes para agarrar o engatusar a turistas que
gastan su dinero en la isla mientras bucean.

La conservacion y desarrollo del mangle no tiene que ser
incompatible y de hecho la preservacion de magle durante
desarrollos hace sentido de la vista del negocio, protegien-
do su propiedad y la tierra de la erosion futura. Las leyes
que protegen los mangles fueron desarrolladas por razon
buena; para segurar la prosperidad de las comunidades
costeras que dependen sin saberlo o astutamente de estas
areas del mangle. Seguramente la comunidad de Utila debe
empezar el respeto y proteger estos recursos importantes
antes que permitiendo que ellos ir a malgastar.

ULTRALITE CAFE
HORMERAADE
AUTHENTIC
ISREALI FOOD

SAUDY BAY AT THE CORMER OF AMAIM ST. AUD WESTERM PATH

SEWING SERVICES: Repair, Mod-
ification, Curtains, Cushions, Clothing
and Interior. I accept donation of old
clothing and house goods for recycling.
Please contact Sylvia H. at 3315 5359.
[ will come and see you the same day.
Utila Animal Clinic Every Tuesday
from 10am till noon. Located at Coun-
tryside, donations welcome.
Computer classes, flexible schedule,
3hrs/wk contact Sheryl @ Triple H
internet.

Funky Town Library Exchange,
buy or rent literature. Open all week
(except Sun). Located at the Reef Cin-
ema.

Tutoring for children in the after-
noons. See Mrs. Backhaus (a Psy-
chologist with long time experience in
counselling school related problems).
Tel: 33036319

M. Fix it for all your scuba gear.

Contact Guillermo @ UDC

Graphic Design, excellent rates, for
business cards, brochures, flyers,
posters, banners etc. Call Kate 352-
7863 or email itelinedesign@gmail.
com

Private tuition in desktop
publishing from experienced design
teacher, affordable rates, learn basic
design, layout and how to get your
ideas printed. Call Kate 352-7863 or
email itelinedesign@gmail.com

For sale five double kayaks and two
single kayaks with peddles (used) for
more information phone 9889 6000.
For sale 05 Yamaha 40 HP Enduro
motor, perfect condition more info tel:
33685082

Men’s, women’s + size women’s
& children’s clothing for sale with
a 15% discount. Call 3323-1278 for

more info

Stereo for sale 5 speakers, mixing
board, DVD, 2 amps, 15 watt, cables.
$1800 Call 425 3322 for more info.
New auger 8-10” paid $400 selling
$200 Call: 3368-2761

4 new golf cart tires size 22x 9.50 x10
$200 Call: 3368-2761

Blue-eyed Siberian Huskies. Two fe-
males at $250 or Lps 5000 each. Call
9987-2616  (9am-10pm) 443-1944
(2.30pm-9pm weekdays and 9.30am-
9pm weekends.) or see Minnie Sue or
Virgil Jackson at Seaside hotel.

6 brand new (never used) Televisions
Toshiba de 20” (modelo 20 AR25)
with remote control, Auto voltage =
110/220 *mono. $200 each. 1 brand
new (never used) Televisores Toshiba
de 20” (modelo 20 AR35) with remote
control. Auto voltage = 110/220 *ster-
eo $225. Contact Kyle at 9860-2517
Bunk beds sturdy extra safety rail on
top bunk $150 contact Tara: 425 3854
Computer desk $10 contact Tara 425-
3854

Chicco baby rocking chair, Euro-
pean up to 14 pounds, soft cushion,
3 positions, 3point-safety strapping
good condition, $30. Call 425-3771 or
catch_nicole@hotmail.com
Panasonic Discman, Clear Vu mask/
snorkel, snorkels, wetsuit, 2 bikes For
more information phone 3338-3349 or
3344-5563

Diesel Generator (lister) 8 HP - SKW
25,000 lps Call 3355-4463 for more
info

Silver EZGO gas powered Golf Cart,
call 425 3184

Fujifilm S7000 digital camera, 12
megapixels, 1 gig memory card, usb
cable $600. Call 425-385

O

Experienced Manager needed at
La Picolla (Kate’s restaurant). Long
term (minimum | year) and English
& Spanish speaking a must. For more

information call 425-3746

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
Septemher

Happy Birthday 15th September to
Alfred Ponce and Happy Birthday
Nessie Ponce 29th September all the
way from Vancouver, Canada from
your granddaughter Shakira Williams
Happy 1st Birthday Zeb! from all
your friends and family!

Gefeliciteerd Mam met je verjaardag
op de 27ste! Leuk dat we het hier sa-
men kunnen vieren! Ainhoa, Matt &
Izidor

Happy 1st Birthday Izidor from your
mom and dad!

Gefeliciteerd Izidor met je eerste ver-
jaardag van Oma, Opa en Tio Gaizka!
Happy Birthday Izidor on the 30th
from all of us at the UEW and all your
little friends!

Happy Birthday Nanny from Jake &
Isabella

“Getting there now!” Happy Birth-
day Erin from all of us on Utila
Happy Birthday Uncle Gareth from
Isabella and Jake

Happy Birthday Daisy Coburn 6
years old!

Happy 39th Birthday Dad from
Naomi

Happy Birthday Fulton from the

family
Submit a FREE
classified
Email us at:
utilaeastwind@gmail.
com

Classifieds are free up
to 40 words and will
run it until you tell us

to take it out!

www. utilaeAstwind.com



